
Wetland Buffers in City of Moses Lake Shoreline Master Program Update 

 Council Draft 
SMP 

Watershed 
Recommendation 

Dept. of Ecology  6-7-16 
Requirement 

Dept. of Ecology 
8-5-16 Agreed 
Approach  

Category 
III Buffer 

25’ 
no increase 
for higher 
habitat scores 

Option 1: 
(Based on existing 
conditions) 
Combine Shoreline 
Residential with 
Shoreline Residential 
Resource. 
25’ minimum 
+ 10’ if 5 habitat points, 
+ 50’ if 6-7 habitat points 
 
Option 2: 
Standard buffers from 
2012 state guidance: 
60’ minimum 
+ 30’ if 5 habitat points 
+ 60’ if 6-7 habitat points 

60’ minimum 
+ 15’ if 5 habitat points 
+45’ if 6-7 habitat points 
+ 75’ if 8-9 habitat points 
(Standard buffers from 
2014 state guidance)  

Watershed’s 
Option 1 

Category 
IV Buffer 

25’  40’ 40’  25’ 
+ 15’ for 1-5  
habitat points  

 


